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MARCH/APRIL 2015  

Arrival in Indonesia  and first impressions  

I arrived at the Jakarta airport on the evening of March 26th, 

after 5 days travelling from Brazil to Indonesia. On the way to 

Indonesia, I visited South Africa, Australia and Singapore. My 

first 3 days in Jakarta I spent at the Syahida Inn, inside the 

Islamic State University outside the southern border of the 

city.  

My first impressions were positive, of a safe country and nice 

and curious people. Jakarta is overwhelmed by traffic ɀ 

ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ be annoyed 

by it. Dodging such traffic is an art. 

For my first breakfast in Indonesia I had fried rice with eggs, 

pretty unusual for me, yet delicious. Food turned out to be 

very spice here, with a lot of stir fried and noodle options. I 

still have trouble today to find exactly the 

food I want, even in supermarkets. I have 

also not experienced an Asian country 

whose majority religion is Islam, so it was 

curious to see mosques, prayer chants, and 

headscarves everywhere I went. Also you 

almost never see a dog in Indonesia, as due 

to religious practices, Indonesian Muslims 

are not allowed to own dogs.  

During my first days, I also began learning 

Bahasa Indonesia, the official language of 

Indonesia (although not the only one 

spoken here). It is a pretty simple language, without pompous sounds and grammar ɀ ÉÔȭÓ Öery 

objective, straight forward and simple to learn. Many words are actually borrowed from 

Portuguese, so it becomes easier to remember. 

Throughout the months of March and April, the IofC Indonesia team organized several outing 

activities to show me a little more about Indonesia, such as to Kota Tua (old city), Situ Gintung 

(lake), ȰNo-car dayȱ in the center of Jakarta, and eating out at restaurants and street food 

carts. So far the team was excellent in providing me with an introduction to the Indonesian 

culture. 

As for the following months, I expect to develop my friendship with members of IofC 

Indonesia, learn some Indonesian language, and do a good job here project-wise so I can leave 

some solid foundations for commercial programs of IofC Indonesia. 
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Green Montessori School visit  

Our first outreach as a team was at the Green 

Montessori School in Jakarta with two classes of 

children aged from 5 to 9. This was part of the School 

Leadership Program designed to bring IofC values into 

schools by presentations to children of all ages. During 

the session, I showed them a PowerPoint presentation 

about Brazil with lots of pictures and in the end a quiz, 

to see if they paid attention. The outing was 

interesting, as it was my first contact with a class of 

children in years. I had forgotten how it was to work with them, and how funny and loud they 

can be. I believe it is important for IofC to have such outings because it is the best way to 

ÒÅÆÉÎÅ ÏÕÒ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ Ȭwhy we do what we doȭ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÁÄÈÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÓ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔȢ 

English Club school trip to Puncak  

Between the 13-15 April, Yadi, Aisyah 

and I went to Puncak with the English 

club of MEN4 (Empat) school. We meet 

the school director and students at the 

school in the early morning, together 

with an Australian teacher called 

Michelle Siciliano, who joined us for the 

tour to Puncak. So once we arrived 

there by bus, we had a morning session 

with th e students in which the teachers 

introduced the schedule and guests 

introduced themselves. I spoke with the students about the importance of studying English as 

a way to open doors in the future career. Within the following days we had a few activities 

wit h the students like watching a movie 

ɉȰ!ËÅÅÌÁÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÅȱɊȟ 1Ǫ!Óȟ ÇÁÍÅÓȟ 

workshop about honesty with IofC, visit to 

Taman Safari (amusement park with an 

open area where the animals roam free). In 

our way back, we visited the Cimory 

restaurant and bought some sweets. This 

outing was my first time outside of Jakarta, 

in a cold and beautiful mountain 

environment. It was certainly a worthwhile 

experience provided to me by IofC 

Indonesia.  

One-week stay  at the *ÁÇÁÔ ȬArsy World  Boarding School  

What did we do?  We began by visiting a public school and giving a motivation speech to the 

students about the joy of travelling and speaking a new language. The school was rather poor, 

but the students seemed very cheerful nevertheless. We followed by arriving at *ÁÇÁÔ Ȭ!rsy 

school and doing a presentation to students about Brazil and about my career. That night we 
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had dinner with Mr. Abah Aos, spiritual 

guide of the director and Mr. Budi, 

owner of the school. That night we 

sang with the students and had a good 

time. The next following days, I had 

presentations with the students in 

their classrooms about the mission and 

objectives of IofC. I believe that a 

stronger cooperation between Jagat 

Ȭ!ÒÓÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ )ÏÆ# )ÎÄÏÎÅÓÉÁ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ 

plausible in the near future. In one of 

the days, we visited Taman Mini, the 

miniature theme park displaying 

several architectural styles, cultures, plants and birds of Indonesia. 

How was it like?  The school is extremely nice and impressive gardens and buildings, and 

having higher level of quality in the lectures, with smaller classes and better teachers. The 

students seemed very well educated, but sometimes very chatty too. However, I believe most 

good students captured the ideas I tried to convey on the importance of building trust, living a 

sustainable life, and promoting ethical leadership. 

How was the weekend?  We went to the mountain mosque near Tasikmalaya with the school 

crew. We had the visit of the Minister of Social Affairs to the mountain mosque in an 

inauguration event of a drug rehabilit ation center.  

It was a very special trip since the mountain area was so beautiful, cold and people were so 

kind and interesting. We also attended a local wedding and I even got a rock ring as a present 

from the people from the mosque.  
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MAY 2015  

During the month of May, I was already more 

adjusted to living in Indonesia and had found 

myself settled very well in my accommodation. 

The main shortcoming I have faced was 

regarding the language. Many Indonesians try 

hard to help you when you talk in English, but 

fall short in communication skills. As for my 

Bahasa Indonesia, I have developed a 

vocabulary of 100 words or so, which help me 

to get around fine most of the times. After 

learning some basic Indonesian, the city 

became much easier to navigate. In addition, 

you get used to the rush-hour flow of people, 

the different means of transportation (from 

bus, to van, to Moto taxi). 

How is my accommodation?  

I am currently living in a residence that Indonesians call Ȱ+ÏÓÁÎȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙ-friendly 

accommodation with small private bedrooms and common areas. The apartment complex is 

very nice and close to the IofC Office, making it easy for me to walk there. One interesting 

aspÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÉÌÅÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÓÉÁÎ ÔÏÉÌÅÔȱȟ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÏÎÅȢ -ÁÙÂÅ 

some people are bothered by it, but I got used to it already. 

How are things advancing?  

Now that I am more familiar with the social and economic situation of Indonesia, I began 

reshaping the project to ÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ )ÏÆ# )ÎÄÏÎÅÓÉÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȢ The new 

project intends to synchronize better with the needs of IofC and of their community . 

As for my current impression of Indonesia, I find it to be a complex society, with friendly 

people. Religion plays a huge role in the social relations in this society, yet they coexist in a 

democratic and peaceful governance that is unique. I am looking forward in the following 

months to understand this country even further. 

Britzone Event  

On May 2nd, IofC Indonesia had a presentation 

session with Britzone, an English speaking 

community associated with the University of 

Indonesia. Their objective is to practice the 

language in interactive sessions. There I was a 

guest speaker, taking the opportunity to 

present to them the IofC missions (trust 

building, sustainable living, and ethical 

leadership) and values (4 standards). 

By the end of the presentation, we had a very 

important guest paying Britzone a visit ɀ it was 
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the Minister of Education and Culture of Indonesia, Dr. 

Anies Baswedan. He spoke briefly about his 

experience in Yogyakarta as an English teacher, and 

praised us for the initiative of practicing and 

improving our skills in the universal language.  

3ÅÓÓÉÏÎ Ȱ(Ï× ÔÏ ÒÏÃË ×ÉÔÈ 0Ï×ÅÒ0ÏÉÎÔȱ 

On May 16, the IofC core team and I prepared a 

training session during the Saturday gathering. Many 

people came to the training, and I got to meet a few 

new IofC friends.  

Once everyone had their computer set, we made a 

small introduction how to use PowerPoint and where 

to find its most common tools. Then the next step was a pair activity in which the groups were 

assigned a task. For example, one group received the task to present IofC to groups of 

students age 14 to 18, thus their presentation had to take into 

consideration their public. In the end, every group had to 

present their slides, and all of us learned a lot from sharing 

and from each other. I like to see how sharing makes our 

group stronger and grow together. 

Session at TAU about  career building  

During the times I have visited Tanri Abeng University (TAU), 

many students expressed their concern on how to find and 

apply for internships abroad. Many of them were interested 

to going to a different country, inspired by me coming to 

Indonesia. Considering their needs, on May 22 we held a 

workshop on how to improve your CV for applying to 

internships abroad. If some of these students get internships 

abroad, they will have unforgettable memories and lessons 

abroad, and bring them back to Indonesia to improve 

knowledge, tolerance, skills and efficiency, thus developing the country towards a more 

human and empowered nation. It seemed also that some students were interested in working 

with IofC offices abroad, in which case we will support them in their applications. I hope that 

after this session, these students are on 

way to become global citizens. 

Individual Field Trip to Bali  

I felt it was time for me to explore 

Indonesia more. I went to Bali on May 27, 

) ÄÅÐÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÉÓÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÃÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ 

Ubud, Tabanan and Kuta. Among the 

unforgettable culture and ancient 

temples, my favorite activity took place 

in the Pondok Pensantren School in 

Tabanan, where I had the chance to visit 


